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WELCOME! 

We are excited to share information about the Graduate Program in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics (AGEC) with you. With over 100 students and more than 50 graduate faculty members, 
we offer one of the largest and most diverse graduate agricultural economics programs in the country. 
Thanks to the large and diverse student body, students have the ability to collaborate and learn from 
others with different cultural backgrounds and various knowledge bases 

The M.S. and Ph.D. degrees offered in the Department of AGEC are classified as science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) degrees. Our discipline has evolved to our training being highly 
quantitative using mathematics and statistics to study real world complex agricultural, resource, and 
economic problems. 

Our program engages students in the use of economic analysis for making decisions. Students are 
taught to develop their leadership, analytical and communication skills. Disciplinary research and 
graduate education enhance the use of economic principles and research methods in solving economic 
problems facing society. Applied research programs emphasize the analysis of business and public 
policy issues. 

Program Contact 

Dr. Yu (Yvette) Zhang 
Professor and Associate Head of Research and 
Graduate Programs 
(979) 393-0897 
yu.zhang@ag.tamu.edu 
 
 

Dr. Max “Dusty” Menzies 
Instructional Associate Professor and Associate 
Head for Academics 
(979) 393-0915 
max.menzies@ag.tamu.edu 
 
 

Lauren Johnson 
Graduate Academic Advisor II 
Office of the Dean 
GRSP Advising Hub 
979-845-3712 
Lkjohnson@tamu.edu 
AGLS 515 

Donna Adcock 
Graduate Program Coordinator II 
979-393-0921 
Donnapa@tamu.edu 
AGLS 213 

 

 

mailto:yu.zhang@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:max.menzies@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Lkjohnson@tamu.edu
mailto:Donnapa@tamu.edu
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Admission Process Information 

Students who meet admission requirements as defined by the Department of Agricultural Economics 
are eligible to be offered admittance to either the MS or PhD Program in Agricultural Economics. 
Admission to Texas A&M and any of its sponsored programs is open to qualified individuals 
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, or educationally unrelated handicaps. Please 
note admission into both the MS and PhD Programs is competitive. Each applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, 
Academic Record, Test Scores and reference letters are carefully reviewed prior to making admission 
decisions. 

Please see below for Texas A&M University admission information. 

• General Texas A&M University Graduate admissions information 

• Texas A&M University Graduate CAS: All applicants to the Department of Agricultural 
Economics Graduate Program must apply in CAS. Letters of Intent are not accepted.  

• Admissions English Language Proficiency requirement for international students 

o Grad School English Language Proficiency Requirements Overview: Admission, 
Verification, and Certification 

Please see below for the specific Department of Agricultural Economics admission information.  

• The Graduate Program in the Department of Agricultural Economics accepts new PhD and 
MS students only in the Fall semester.  

• Specific requirements for the MS and PhD Program are included with the MS and PhD 
information of this handbook.  

• PhD applicants are encouraged to submit their application as early as possible for consideration 
for possible funding. 

• The Graduate Program in The Department of Agricultural Economics is an in-person program 
and not available online. 

 

 

https://www.tamu.edu/admissions/how-to-apply/apply-as-graduate.html
https://texasam2026.cas.myliaison.com/applicant-ux/#/login
https://admissions.tamu.edu/apply/international/international-graduate.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/information/elp/index.html
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MASTER’S DEGREE 

Students entering the Master’s program in agricultural economics have the choice of the thesis option 
or a non-thesis option. The thesis option is recommended for students who plan to pursue a PhD degree 
in the future. The thesis option includes a minimum of 32 credit hours and the non-thesis option 
includes a minimum of 36 credit hours. 

Both the thesis and non-thesis options of this STEM-approved degree provide professional training 
for students seeking essential skills for today’s business world, with a focus on the food and fiber 
industry. 

Admission Prerequisites and Requirements for the MS Program 

Prerequisites for the MS program include Math, Statistics, Microeconomics, and Macroeconomics 
coursework. 

Prerequisites 

• Math 142: Business Calculus – This course covers limits and continuity; techniques and 
applications of derivatives including curve sketching and optimization; techniques and 
applications of integrals; emphasis on applications in business, economics, and social sciences.  

• STAT 303: Statistical Methods – Intended for undergraduates in the social sciences. 
Introduction in concepts of random sampling and statistical inference, estimation and testing 
hypothesis of means and variances, analysis of variance, regression analysis, chi-square test. 

• ECON 323: Microeconomic Theory - This course covers determination of prices and their role 
in directing consumption, production and distribution under both competitive and non-
competitive market situations. 

• ECON 410: Macroeconomic Theory - This course covers theory of the determination of 
aggregate levels of national income, employment and prices; monetary and fiscal policy 
analysis, effects of government debt and deficits. ECON 311 or AGEC 430 are also accepted 
for this requirement.  

In addition to the completion of the required prerequisites a minimum overall undergraduate GPR of 
3.0 or higher is required of all applicants. Due to the competitiveness of the program, an overall GPR 
of 3.5 or higher is recommended. 

If, in the judgment of the Associate Head of Research and Graduate Programs or the student’s graduate 
advisor, an admitted student is deficient in other subject areas important to his/her graduate program, 
the student may be required to satisfy additional prerequisites. 

Residency Requirement 

A major purpose of the Residence Requirement for graduate degrees is to ensure that students have 
an opportunity to benefit from the advantages of a university environment.  The MS program in 
Agricultural Economics is an in-person program and cannot be completed on-line.  

https://agecon.tamu.edu/ms-agricultural-economics-thesis/
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In partial fulfillment of the Residence Requirement for the Master of Science degree, the student must 
complete 9 semester credit hours during one regular semester or one 10-week Summer semester in 
resident study at Texas A&M University. A minimum of 1 credit hour must be in a non-distance 
education delivery mode. Semesters during which the student is enrolled in all distance education 
coursework will not count toward fulfillment of the residence requirement. Upon recommendation of 
the student’s advisory committee, Department Head, and with approval of the Graduate and 
Professional School, a student may be granted exemption from this requirement. Such a petition, 
however, must be approved prior to the student’s registration for the final 9 credit hours of required 
coursework. 

Students who are employed full-time while completing their degree may fulfill the total Residence 
Requirement by completion of less-than-full time course loads each semester. To be eligible, the 
student is required to submit a Petition for Waivers and Exceptions through the Document Processing 
Submission System (DPSS) along with verification of employment to the Graduate and Professional 
School. 

For more information, please see the Residence Requirements section under the Degree Requirements 
tab on the Academic Expectations and Program Requirements page in the Graduate and Professional 
Catalog. 

 

 

https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academic-expectations-general-degree-requirements/#degreerequirementstext
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Master of Science - Thesis Option 

Advisory Committee Structure 

The M.S. thesis option requires a committee of at least three graduate faculty members, including the 
committee chair, who serves as the student’s major advisor, and one member from outside the 
department. M.S. students must form their committee and submit a degree plan by the end of their 
second semester. 

Coursework Requirements – 32 credit hours 

Economic Theory – 6 Credit hours Required 

   Microeconomic Theory – Select one: 

AGEC 619 – Managerial Economics for Agribusiness 

ECON 607 - Foundations of Microeconomic Theory 

ECON 629 - Microeconomic Theory I 

   Macroeconomic Theory – Select one: 

ECON 611 - Foundations of Macroeconomic Theory 

ECON 636 - Macroeconomic Theory I 

Quantitative Methods – 6 Credit Hours Required  

   Select two from: 

AGEC 621- Econometrics for Agribusiness  

AGEC 661 - Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture  

AGEC 622 – Applied Mathematical Programming for Agricultural Economics and 
Agribusiness (AGEC 689 – Special Topic in Applied Mathematical Programming for 
Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness in Spring 2027) 

AGEC 623 - Agribusiness Analysis and Forecasting (AGEC 689 – Special Topic in 
Agribusiness Analysis and Forecasting in Spring 2027)  

AGEC 641 - Operations Research Methods in Agricultural Economics  

AGEC 643 - Applied Simulation in Agricultural Economics 

Field Requirement – 6 Credit Hours Required  

   Select two 600 level of AGEC courses (excludes AGEC 681,684,685 and 693)  
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Research Requirement – 11 Hours Required 

AGEC 607 Research Methodology  

AGEC 691 Research (8 hours) 

Elective - 3 Credit Hours Required 

Students in the MS Thesis option are required to complete a minimum of 32 credit hours and a thesis. 
With approval, up to 9 hours of 300 or 400 level coursework may apply toward degree requirements 
for a M.S. degree in Agricultural Economics. 

Eight hours of AGEC 691 (research) credit is required. If all other coursework degree requirements 
have been met, students may register for more than 8 hours of AGEC 691. No more than 8 hours of 
AGEC 691 credit may appear on a student’s degree plan. With Advisory Committee approval, fewer 
than 8 hours of AGEC 691 can be completed if the student completes 32 or more credit hours. 
Additionally, up to 8 hours of AGEC 684 Internship Hours can replace AGEC 691 on a student’s 
degree plan.  With approval, up to 9 hours of 300 or 400 level coursework may apply toward degree 
requirements for a M.S. degree in Agricultural Economics. 

Course descriptions of all classes are available in the Graduate Catalog. 

Coursework Suggestions and Important Milestones for MS Thesis Option 

Students are encouraged to follow the STEPS TO A MASTERS (THESIS) found on the Graduate and 
Professional School’s website for detailed information and helpful resources. 

First Year – Coursework suggestions and Milestones 

   Fall Courses 

• One course in Economic Theory 

• One course in Quantitative Methods 

• One Field Elective   

   Fall Milestones    

• Identify possible Committee Chair 

   Spring Courses 

• One course in Economic Theory  

• One course in Quantitative Methods 

• AGEC 607- Research Methodology  

   Spring Milestones  

• Form Committee  

https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/course-descriptions/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/masters-thesis.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
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• Submit Degree Plan  

   Summer Course 

• AGEC 691 – Research  

   Summer Milestone 

• Thesis Proposal  

Second Year – Coursework suggestions and Milestones 

   Fall Courses 

• Selected Field Elective  

• AGEC 691 – Research 

• Elective  

   Spring Courses  

• AGEC 691 – Research 

   Spring Milestone  

• Defend Thesis 

Thesis Proposal 

All MS-thesis option students must prepare a research proposal that outlines their proposed research 
in reasonable detail. For information including Format, Contant, Submission Timeline, please see 
Research Proposal.  

Thesis and Final Exam 

For detailed information and instructions regarding your thesis, please see Writing Your Document 
website.  

An acceptable thesis is required for the Master of Science degree for a student who selects the thesis 
option program. The finished work must reflect a comprehensive understanding of the pertinent 
literature and express in clear English, the problem(s) for student, the method, significance, and results 
of the student’s original research. Thesis formatting must be acceptable to the Graduate and 
Professional School as outlined in the Guidelines for Theses, Dissertations, and Records of Study. 

Permission to administer the final exam for the thesis defense must be sought at least two weeks prior 
to the desired exam date. The official “Request and Announcement of the Final Examination” is found 
on the ARCS portal in HOWDY.  The abstract, not to exceed 350 words and including the student’s 
name and the names of the committee members, along with an announcement of the scheduled time 
and location of the defense, is recommended to be distributed through the department email list. 

https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/steps-to-a-degree/research-proposal.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/writing-tools/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/knowledge-center/grad-student-resources/academic-requirements-completion-system-(arcs)-student-guide
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After successful defense and approval by the student’s advisory committee and the head of the 
student’s major department (or chair of intercollegiate faculty, if appropriate), the student must submit 
the thesis in electronic format as a single PDF file. Additionally, a thesis approval form with original 
signatures must be received by the Graduate and Professional School through the Academic 
Requirements Completion System (ARCS). Both the PDF file and the completed approval form must 
be received by the deadline. 

Deadline dates for submitting the thesis are announced each semester or summer term in the “Graduate 
and Professional School Calendar”. Each student who submits a manuscript for review is assessed a 
one-time thesis/dissertation processing fee through Student Business Services. This processing fee is 
for the thesis/dissertation services provided. After commencement, theses and dissertations are 
digitally stored and made available through the Texas A&M Libraries. 

A thesis that is deemed unacceptable by the Graduate and Professional School because of excessive 
corrections will be returned to the student’s department head (or chair of the intercollegiate faculty, if 
applicable). The manuscript must be resubmitted as a new document, and the entire review process 
must begin again. All original submittal deadlines must be met during the resubmittal process to 
graduate. 

The student is required to adhere to all university policies on academic integrity regarding the 
preparation of the thesis, and in no instance will a thesis be approved if it’s found that a student has 
presented fabricated or plagiarized data or literature. These represent the most outrageous of 
infractions a student may commit and are indicative of lack of integrity and the student’s not being 
worthy to bear the M.S. degree. While it is increasingly difficult to not prepare a written document 
that is not unlike other scientific literature, the student is expected to structure their thoughts and 
analyses in such a manner as to provide adequate citation of previous research while simultaneously 
providing clear, reasoned, defensible arguments for analysis and interpretation of research findings. 
The thesis should be completed with cooperation by the graduate committee chairperson or other 
responsible faculty member, and the student is encouraged to begin the process of development as 
soon as is reasonable so that adequate effort and attention may be given to its completion. 

While there is no minimum number of pages that must be included in the body of the thesis, the student 
should consult with faculty advisors and work to be comprehensive in their review of literature. 
Additionally, the student may include an Appendix in which additional forms, documents, data 
presentations, statistical analysis outputs, etc., may be included for the benefit of the student or faculty 
review, or for the sake of producing a record of completed activities. Such additions should be 
completed at the behest of the faculty advisors or by the student’s suggestion as approved by faculty 
advisors. 

 

 

https://etd.tamu.edu/
https://grad.tamu.edu/dates-and-deadlines/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/dates-and-deadlines/index.html
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Master of Science - Non-Thesis Option 

Advisory Committee Structure 

For the M.S. non-thesis option, each student will have a committee chair from the student’s academic 
unit. Students may select their own chair, or one will be assigned by the department. Additional 
committee members may be included but are not required. M.S. students must form their committee 
and submit a degree plan by the end of their second semester. 

Coursework Requirement – 36 credit hours.  

Economic Theory – 6 Credit hours Required 

   Microeconomic Theory – Select one: 

AGEC 619 – Managerial Economics for Agribusiness 

ECON 607 - Foundations of Microeconomic Theory 

ECON 629 - Microeconomic Theory I 

   Macroeconomic Theory – Select one: 

ECON 611 - Foundations of Macroeconomic Theory 

ECON 636 - Macroeconomic Theory I 

Quantitative Methods – 6 Credit Hours Required  

   Select two from: 

AGEC 621 - Econometrics for Agribusiness,  

AGEC 661 - Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture     

AGEC 622 – Applied Mathematical Programming for Agricultural Economics and 
Agribusiness (AGEC 689 – Special Topic in Applied Mathematical Programming for 
Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness in Spring 2027) 

AGEC 623 - Agribusiness Analysis and Forecasting (AGEC 689 – Special Topic in 
Agribusiness Analysis and Forecasting in Spring 2027)  

AGEC 641 - Operations Research Methods in Agricultural Economics  

AGEC 643 - Applied Simulation in Agricultural Economics 

Field Requirement – 9 Credit Hours Required  

Select three 600 level of AGEC courses (excludes AGEC 681,684,685 and 693) 
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Research Requirement – 3 Hours Required 

AGEC 693 – Professional Study Paper or course approved by student’s advisor   

Elective – 12 Credit Hours Required 

Total Minimum of 36 Credit Hours  

Students in the MS Non-Thesis option are required to complete a minimum of 36 credit hours 
including a Professional Study paper (three credit hours) unless an alternative course is approved by 
the student’s adviser. With approval, up to 9 hours of 300 or 400 level coursework may apply toward 
degree requirements for a M.S. degree in Agricultural Economics. 

Prior to registration for AGEC 693 Professional Study, the student must complete the “AGEC 693 
Professional Study Form”. The paper should focus on an issue of special interest and relevance to the 
student’s specialty area and must show evidence of an ability to complete an applied research project, 
including defining the project’s objectives, analyzing the problem, and writing the results in a paper 
using an acceptable manuscript format.  

AGEC 684 Professional Internship is an elective option for Master of Science-Non-Thesis students. 
For information about the Internship program, consult the Procedural Manual for the Master of 
Science Internship Program Manual for the Master of Science Internship Program 

Course descriptions of all classes are available in the Graduate Catalog.  

Final Oral Examination 

The final oral examination, taken after all other requirements are completed, covers course work and 
the Professional Study paper. A “Request and Announcement of the Final Examination” form must 
be submitted through the Academic Requirements Completion System (ARCS) at least two weeks 
prior to the desired exam date.  

Coursework Suggestions and Important Milestones for MS Non-Thesis Option 

Students are encouraged to follow the STEPS TO A MASTERS (NON-THESIS) found on the 
Graduate and Professional School’s website for detailed information and helpful resources. 

First Year – Coursework suggestions and Milestones 

  Fall Courses 

• One course in Economic Theory 

• One course in Quantitative Methods 

• One Selected Field Elective 

  Fall Milestones    

• Identify possible Committee Chair 

  Spring Courses 

https://agecon.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/06/AGEC693form.pdf
https://agecon.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/06/AGEC693form.pdf
https://agecon.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/MS-Internship-Manual-2024.pdf
https://agecon.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/MS-Internship-Manual-2024.pdf
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/course-descriptions/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
https://agecon.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ARCS_Student-Guide.pdf
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/masters-non-thesis.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
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• One course in Economic Theory 

• One course in Quantitative Methods 

• One Selected Field Elective  

  Spring Milestones  

• Form the Committee and Submit degree plan 

Summer Coursework  

• AGEC 693 Professional Study 

Second Year – Coursework Suggestions and Milestones  

  Fall Courses 

• Selected Field Elective  

• Elective 

• Elective 

  Spring Courses 

• Selected Field Elective  

• Elective 

• Elective 

Spring Milestones 

• Hold final exam  
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PhD DEGREE 

General Overview 

PhD students are expected to gain an acceptable level of competency in economic theory, quantitative 
methods, and field areas in agricultural economics. The PhD program offers a 64-hour and 96-hour 
(straight through) program. The specific degree program a student follows is determined by the 
student’s academic background.  Students who have completed a master’s degree in Agricultural 
Economics or related field are admitted into the 64-hour program.  Students who have not complete a 
master’s degree in Agricultural Economics or related field are admitted into the 96-hour (straight 
through) program. 

Prerequisites for Admission 

Students undertaking a 64-hour program of study leading to the PhD degree must have completed the 
following or equivalent courses: 

• ECON 607 – Foundations of Microeconomic Theory 

• ECON 611 – Foundations of Macroeconomic Theory  

• AGEC 621 – Econometrics for Agribusiness 

• ECMT 660 – Mathematical Economics I 

• AGEC 607 – Research Methodology (not required if student has completed a MS Thesis)  

Students undertaking a program of study leading to the straight-through PhD degree must have 
completed an accepted BS degree program, including the following courses or their equivalent: 

• ECON 323 – Microeconomic Theory 

• ECON 410, 311 or AGEC 430 – Macroeconomic Theory  

• MATH 142, 152, or 172 – Calculus 

• STAT 303 – Statistical Methods  

GRE Scores are required for all PhD applicants.  Additionally, a minimum overall undergraduate or 
graduate GPR of 3.0 or higher is required of all applicants.  Due to the competitiveness of the program, 
an overall GPR of 3.5 or higher is recommended.  A solid foundation is critical to success in the AGEC 
PhD program. Students are encouraged to take or audit the Math Prep and Stat Prep courses offered 
by the Department of Economics early August. If, in the judgment of the Associate Head for Graduate 
Programs, the student is deficient in any subject matter areas important to his/her graduate program, 
the student may be required to satisfy additional prerequisites before starting the required PhD courses. 
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Advisory Committee Structure for Ph.D. program 

Ph.D. students must have a committee of at least four members, including the committee chair and 
one member from outside the department. Ph.D. students must form their committee and submit a 
degree plan by their third semester. Straight-through Ph.D. students must do so by their fourth 
semester, before preregistration for the following semester. 

REQUIRED EXAMINATIONS 

The Department’s PhD examinations consist of: (1) the Qualifier Examination, (2) the Preliminary 
Examination, consisting of written preliminary exam, administered, and graded by the students’ 
Graduate Committee, and an oral preliminary exam, and (3) a final oral exam (defense of the 
dissertation). The written preliminary exam can be replaced by a paper as discussed later in this 
document. 

Qualifier Examination 

All Agricultural Economics PhD students are required to pass a comprehensive Qualifier Exam.  The 
objective of the agricultural economics written Qualifier Exam is to determine the student’s 
competency in the fundamentals of microeconomic theory, econometrics, and their applications. The 
Qualifier Exam is dominated by topics relating to microeconomic theory at the ECON 629 and ECON 
630 level and econometrics at the AGEC 661 and AGEC 662 level. Students will be expected to 
demonstrate mastery of the basic microeconomics of production, consumption, and welfare economics, 
as well as perfectly and imperfectly competitive markets. Quantitative applications focus on the level 
of ECMT 660 for calculus and linear algebra, AGEC 661 and AGEC 662 for statistical tools, and 
ECMT 675 for mathematical statistics. 

The qualifier is administered after the Spring term has ended.  The specific dates for the exam will be 
determined approximately one month prior to the exam date.  The first attempt for the qualifier exam 
will be toward the end of May.  

Students who do not successfully pass their first attempt of the qualifier exam will have a second 
opportunity to take the exam towards the end of July.  The specific date will be determined after the 
first attempt exams have been graded.   

Students who do not successfully pass the first or second qualifier attempt will have an opportunity to 
take an oral qualifier in August prior to the start of the fall semester.  

Any student who is required to take the Qualifier but is not present at the administration of the 
examination will be deemed a “no show”. A “no show” who has not formally requested and received 
a waiver by submitting a petition to GAC prior to the examination or provided documentation of an 
emergency at the time of the exam, will receive a grade of “Fail” for the Qualifier. 

The qualifier examination must be passed to continue in the PhD program. 

Exemption.  The qualifier will be waived for any student that receives an A in all qualifier courses, 
ECON 629, ECON 630, and Econometrics (AGEC 661 and 662).  

Preliminary Examination 
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Students are required to pass both a written and an oral preliminary examination to fulfill the 
preliminary exam requirement. The oral examination must be taken after the student has passed the 
written preliminary exam. It must be completed by December of the student’s third year in the program, 
or by December of the fourth year for straight-through PhD students. Students are not eligible to take 
any portion of the Preliminary Examination until they have passed the Agricultural Economics 
Qualifier Exam, achieved both a cumulative and degree plan GPR of at least 3.0, and have an approved 
degree plan on file with the Office of Graduate Studies. 

To pass the Preliminary Examination, students must pass both the written and oral components. 
Failure in either constitutes failure of the entire examination. Upon unanimous approval of the 
student’s Advisory Committee and the Office of Graduate Studies, one opportunity for re-examination 
may be granted, provided sufficient time has been allowed to address deficiencies identified in the 
first attempt. 

Written Preliminary Field Examination 

The student’s Graduate Committee will be responsible for preparing and administering the exam, and 
for evaluating the student’s performance on the exam.  The Student’s Graduate Committee will define 
the field area and the classes to be taken by the student.  

Paper Alternative to the Written Preliminary Examination 

The student and the student’s Graduate Committee will jointly decide if the student will take a written 
field preliminary examination or replace the written prelim with a Second-year paper.  If the paper 
option is chosen, the student’s Graduate Committee is allowed to work with the student to complete 
the paper.  The quality of the paper will be determined by the student’s Graduate Committee and the 
same committee will determine if the paper is a pass or fail. The student’s Graduate Committee will 
also determine if the paper can be part of the dissertation. The paper must be completed before the 
oral preliminary examination and must be presented at the oral exam. 

Oral Preliminary Examination 

All students must take an oral preliminary examination administered by Students’ Graduate 
Committees. Through the preliminary examination, the student’s Advisory Committee should satisfy 
itself that the student has demonstrated the following qualifications: 

a. A mastery of the subject matter of fields within the student’s core and specialty areas, and 

b. An adequate knowledge of the literature in these fields and an ability to carry out the 
proposed research for their PhD dissertation. 

Petitions for Exceptions to Preliminary Exam Policies 

Students who wish to deviate from university preliminary examination policy must file a petition with 
the Office of Graduate Studies (for example, for permission to take a preliminary examination off-
campus). A “Petition for Waivers or Exceptions to University Requirements” filed electronically 
through the Document Processing Submission System.   All members of the students’ Advisory 
Committee must approve this petition. A copy of all petitions will be filed by the student with the 
departmental Graduate Office. 

https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
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For additional information, students are encouraged to review Preliminary Exam information on the 
GPS’s website. 

Final Examination and Defense of Dissertation 

The final exam is an oral defense of the dissertation. The student’s Advisory Committee Chair requests 
permission at least two weeks in advance of the time scheduled for the oral defense. The request is 
made in the Academic Requirements Completion System (ARCS). 

The Ph.D. candidate may apply for a final examination and defense of dissertation after admission to 
candidacy and within university guidelines for scheduling of the final exam. A final defense should 
not be scheduled/requested until all research has been completed to committee satisfaction and a 
dissertation has been produced and edited to a state of being nearly in its final form and ready for 
committee review. At the very minimum, a defense should not be scheduled until the chair of the 
student’s graduate committee has approved such a procedure. Scheduling guidelines are as follows: 

• The defense cannot be scheduled less than 14 weeks since submission of results of the 
preliminary examination to the Graduate and Professional School. 

• The defense must be scheduled no less than 25 days since submission of the research proposal 
to the Graduate and Professional School. 

• The student has a degree plan on file and all petitions to change the degree plan have been 
approved by the Graduate and Professional School. 

• The request for final examination must be submitted at least 10 business days/working days 
prior to the anticipated date of defense. 

• All English Language Proficiency (ELP) requirements have been successfully passed by the 
student, as applicable. 

While non-committee members may be invited to attend the final examination and dissertation defense 
(with agreement by the candidate and the committee), once questioning of the student has been 
completed, visitors are to be excused and the remainder of the defense remain closed. A student will 
be said to pass the final examination if they receive no more than one failing vote by a committee 
member. The final defense and examination may likely focus on the student’s research and aligned 
topics, though there is no restriction against committee members discussing topics outside the 
immediate research completion. 

Dissertation Proposal 

All PhD students must prepare a research proposal that outlines their proposed research in reasonable 
detail. For information including Format, Contant, Submission Timeline, please see e Research 
Proposal.  

Dissertation 

For detailed information and instructions regarding your Dissertation, please see Writing Your 
Document website.  

https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/steps-to-a-degree/preliminary-exam.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/knowledge-center/grad-student-resources/academic-requirements-completion-system-(arcs)-student-guide
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/steps-to-a-degree/research-proposal.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/steps-to-a-degree/research-proposal.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/writing-tools/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/writing-tools/index.html
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The dissertation document must be an original work of the student and should report in detail the 
methodologies, findings, analysis, and interpretation of all data collected towards completion of the 
PhD research directed by the student’s committee. It should also present a comprehensive review of 
pertinent scientific literature, relevant to the student’s research and academic preparation. It should be 
prepared in accordance with TAMU Graduate and Professional School guidelines for thesis and 
dissertation preparation and formatting and should be submitted to the University Thesis Clerk’s 
Office as a PDF file following the student’s defense of the dissertation to the committee. 

The student must adhere to all university deadlines for requesting the defense of the dissertation and 
submitting it to the Graduate and Professional School for processing and approval. Additionally, the 
policy of Texas A&M University is that the dissertation should be disseminated in as near a final form 
as possible to the committee with adequate time for its review prior to the defense being scheduled. 
Should a dissertation be returned as being unacceptable by the Thesis Clerk’s Office, the student will 
be made to make necessary corrections, and the process for the dissertation’s approval will begin anew 
at the point of committee review and approval. The student will schedule a new defense and submit 
the corrected document for approval by the Thesis Clerk’s Office. 

The student is required to adhere to all university policies on academic integrity regarding the 
preparation of the dissertation, and in no instance will a dissertation be approved if it’s found that a 
student has presented fabricated or plagiarized data or literature. These represent the most outrageous 
of infractions a student may commit and are indicative of lack of integrity and the student’s not being 
worthy to bear the PhD. While it is increasingly difficult to not prepare a written document that is not 
unlike other scientific literature, the student is expected to structure their thoughts and analyses in such 
a manner as to provide adequate citation of previous research while simultaneously providing clear, 
reasoned, defensible arguments for analysis and interpretation of research findings. The dissertation 
should be completed with cooperation by the graduate committee chairperson or other responsible 
faculty member, and the student is encouraged to begin the process of dissertation development as 
soon as is reasonable so that adequate effort and attention may be given to its completion. 

While there is no minimum number of pages that must be included in the body of the dissertation, the 
student should consult with faculty advisors and work to be comprehensive in their review of literature. 
Additionally, the student may include an Appendix in which additional forms, documents, data 
presentations, statistical analysis outputs, etc., may be included for the benefit of the student or faculty 
review, or for the sake of producing a record of completed activities. Such additions should be 
completed at the behest of the faculty advisors or by the student’s suggestion as approved by faculty 
advisors. 

Residency Requirements 

A major purpose of the Residence Requirement for graduate degrees is to ensure that students have 
an opportunity to benefit from the advantages of a university environment. The PhD program in 
Agricultural Economics is an in-person program and cannot be completed on-line. 

The minimum time required to qualify for an advanced degree varies by degree. Doctoral students 
must complete on the College Station campus 9 credit hours during two consecutive regular semesters 
or one semester and one 10-week Summer session (see the Graduate Catalog). The student may be 
granted an exemption from this minimum time requirement if approved by the Department and the 
Office of Graduate Studies.  Research associates, who are considered full-time staff members, are 
normally given an exemption from these residency requirements. 

http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
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Ph.D. Candidacy 

Once a doctoral student has completed the following requirements, he/she may be admitted to 
candidacy for the PhD. No student may submit a Request for Final Examination and Dissertation 
Defense without first being admitted to candidacy:  

• All coursework filed with the most current form of the student’s degree plan has been 
completed with the exceptions of remaining 681, 684, 690, and 691 courses. 

• The student has maintained an overall 3.0 GPA, a Degree Plan GPA of at least 3.0, and has 
not received any grade lower than a C on any degree plan-listed course.  

• The student has successfully passed both written and oral preliminary examinations.  

• The student has submitted an approved research proposal.  

• The student has met all residence requirements. 

PhD COURSE REQUIREMENT (64-hour program) 

The 64-credit hour program is for students who have completed their Master’s degree in 
Agricultural Economics or accepted related field.   

The following courses (or their equivalents) are required for all AGEC PhD students. 

Microeconomic Theory: 

ECON 629  Microeconomic Theory I 

ECON 630 Microeconomic Theory II 

   Economic Theory Requirement........................................................................................... 6 Credits 

Common body of critical knowledge and applications:  

AGEC 636  Agribusiness Markets and Applied Welfare Analysis 

   Critical Knowledge and Applications.................................................................................. 3 Credits 

Quantitative Methods:  

AGEC 661  Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture and Resources I 

AGEC 662  Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture and Resources II 

   Quantitative Methods Requirement.................................................................................... 6 Credits 

Total Economic Theory, Application, and Quantitative Methods Requirement……........ 15 Credits 

PhD Field Courses: 
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Based on interest a student will need to select a field (interest) area. Each field area consists of two 
required courses: a Fundamentals course, and a Frontiers course. In addition to the two required field 
courses, students must take two or more field related elective courses, either inside or outside the 
department, which will provide greater depth in their primary field area or constitute a second field as 
defined by their Advisory Committees.  

The Ph.D. program offers two established field areas: 

1. Applied Market Analysis 

2. Resource and Environmental Economics 

Students may also pursue a committee-generated field area developed with their advisory committee 
to support their specific research interests and academic goals. 

Required Courses for Field Area: Applied Market Analysis 

AGEC 672 Fundamentals in Applied Market Analysis………………………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 676 Frontiers in Applied Market Analysis ……………………………….. 3 Credits 

   Subtotal in Field Area………………………………..…………………………………… 6 Credits 

OR 

Required Courses for Field Area: Resource and Environmental Economics 

AGEC 673 Fundamentals in Resource and Environmental Economics………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 677 Frontiers in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness……………… 3 Credits 

   Subtotal in Field Area………………………………………..…………………………… 6 Credits 

Electives (for all fields) – Select 7 from the following list:  

AGEC 641 Operations Research Methods in Agricultural Economics…………... 3 Credits 

AGEC 642 Dynamic Optimization………….………….………….…………..… 3 Credits 

AGEC 643 Applied Simulation in Agricultural Economics.………….……….… 3 Credits 

AGEC 672 Fundamentals in Applied Market Analysis.………….…...….……… 3 Credits 

AGEC 676 Frontiers in Applied Market Analysis .…………….………………… 3 Credits 

AGEC 673 Fundamentals in Resource and Environmental Economics.………… 3 Credits 

AGEC 677 Frontiers in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness…………...… 3 Credits 

ECON 636 Macroeconomic Theory I..…..…….….………….….………….…… 3 Credits 

ECON 646 Macroeconomic Theory II…….………….…………….….………... 3 Credits 
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ECON 655 Experimental Economics…….………….……….…….….………… 3 Credits 

ECON 656 Field Experiments in Economics......……….…………….….……… 3 Credits 

ECON 659 Behavioral Game Theory…….………….…………….….…………. 3 Credits 

ECMT 675  Econometrics I…….………………………………….….…………. 3 Credits 

ECMT 676       Econometrics II…….…...…………………………….….…………. 3 Credits 

ECMT 677 Applied Microeconometrics…….………………….…….…..……… 3 Credits 

ECMT 678 Advanced Topics in Econometrics…….…………………………...... 3 Credits 

EPSY 634 Educational Neuroscience…….………………………………….….. 3 Credits   

STAT 630        Overview of Mathematical Statistics…..….………………………… 3 Credits  

STAT 610 Theory of Statistics -Distribution Theory…..………….….…………. 3 Credits 

STAT 611 Theory of Statistics - Inference…….………………………….……... 3 Credits 

Or Courses approved by the student’s advisory committee and the Graduate Office 

   Electives............................................................................................................................. 21 Credits 

Research 

AGEC 691 Research............................................................................................ 22 Credits 

   Total Credits ........................................................................................................... 64 Credits 

Notes  

• With approval from the student’s advisory committee and Associate Head of Research and 
Graduate Programs, students may take a substitute course or courses to satisfy an elective 
requirement(s). Credit from 681, 684, 685, or 691 will not be accepted for an elective course 
requirement. 

• With approval, up to 9 hours of 400 level coursework may apply toward degree requirements 
for a PhD degree in Agricultural Economics.  

• All PhD students must attain a level of understanding of philosophy of science comparable to 
AGEC 607 (Research Methodology) and a working knowledge of the use of computers in 
research and teaching.  

• Additional hours of coursework can be used to replace research hours. 

• Course descriptions of all classes are available in the Graduate Catalog.  

 

https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/course-descriptions/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
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Degree Requirements 

The courses necessary to meet PhD requirements are provided above. Any alterations in course 
requirements must be accompanied by a written explanation from the student (and endorsed by the 
student’s advisory committee chair) to the Associate Head of Research and Graduate Programs at the 
time the degree plan or any petition to alter the plan is submitted. The Associate Head of Research 
and Graduate Programs must approve alterations in course requirements. 

Credit Hour Requirements 

PhD degree plans must reflect a minimum of 64 hours beyond the Master’s degree and prerequisites, 
including course work and research credits (AGEC 691). Course work counted toward a Master’s 
degree cannot be counted in the total hours required for a PhD student’s degree plan but can satisfy 
the specific course requirements listed in the Course Requirement Section. 

Suggested Course Schedule and Milestones Timeline for 64-Hour PhD Program. 

Students are encouraged to follow the STEPS TO A Doctoral Degree found on the Graduate and 
Professional School’s website for detailed information and helpful resources. 

First Year Courses and Milestones 

   Fall Courses 

• ECON 629 (3 hours) Microeconomic Theory I - Required 

• AGEC 661 (3 hours) Applied Econometrics I - Quantitative Methods Required 

• Elective (3 hours) – ECMT 675 is highly encouraged 

   Spring Courses  

• ECON 630 (3 hours) Microeconomic Theory II - Required 

• AGEC 662 (3 hours) Applied Econometrics II - Quantitative Methods Required 

• Elective (3 hours) 

   Summer Courses and Milestones 

• AGEC 691 – Research 

• Qualifier Examination First attempt in May and Second attempt in August  

• Must successfully pass qualifying Examination to continue in the Ph.D. Program 

Second Year Courses and Milestones 

   Fall Courses 

• AGEC 636 (3 hours) AGBU Markets and Welfare – Required  

https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/doctoral-degree-requirements.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
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• Required Field Course for your selected Area (3 hours)  

• Elective (3 hours)  

   Milestone Tasks  

• Form Committee  

   Spring Courses  

• Required Field Course for your selected Area (3 hours)  

• Course Electives for your selected Area (6 hours) 

   Milestone Tasks  

•  Submit Degree Plan 

• Consult with the committee to decide whether to take the written preliminary examination or 
complete the second-year paper, and begin working on the selected option. 

   Summer – AGEC 691 Research 

Third Year Courses and Milestones 

   Fall Courses  

• Course Electives for your selected Area (6 hours) 

• AGEC 691 (3 hours)  

   Milestone Tasks 

• Complete the Second Year Paper/written Prelim and Oral Prelim 

   Spring Courses  

• AGEC 691 

  Milestone Tasks 

• Submit Research Proposal for Dissertation 

Fourth Year (and Beyond) Courses and Milestones 

   Coursework Year 4 and beyond  

• AGEC 691  

   Milestone Tasks  

• Continue core and elective coursework 
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• Complete Dissertation 

• Schedule Defense and Defend Dissertation 

• Prepare and submit publication(s) 

• Graduation 
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Straight-Through PhD  (96-hour program) 

Student admitted for a straight-through PhD degree, thereby by-passing the Master’s degree in 
Agricultural Economics or a related field, are required to complete a minimum of 96 credit hours. 
Straight-through PhD students will be classified as G7 until 30 hours of course work applicable to the 
doctoral degree have been completed, after which his/her classification will be changed to G8 (see 
section on Academic Status in this Handbook). 

COURSE REQUIREMENT 

Prerequisites Courses for Starting PhD Courses: 

AGEC 607  Research Methodology 

AGEC 621 Econometrics for Agribusiness 

ECON 607  Foundations of Microeconomic Theory 

ECON 611  Foundations of Macroeconomic Theory  

ECMT 660  Mathematical Economics I 

   Prerequisites Courses ……….………………………….………………………………... 15 Credits  

The following courses (or their equivalents) are required for all AGEC PhD students. 

Microeconomic Theory: 

ECON 629  Microeconomic Theory I 

ECON 630 Microeconomic Theory II 

   Economic Theory Requirement............................................................................................ 6 Credits 

Common body of critical knowledge and applications:  

AGEC 636  Agribusiness Markets and Applied Welfare Analysis 

   Critical Knowledge and Applications................................................................................... 3 Credits 

Quantitative Methods:  

AGEC 661  Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture and Resources I 

AGEC 662  Applied Econometric Methods in Agriculture and Resources I 

   Quantitative Methods Requirement..................................................................................... 6 Credits 

   Total Economic Theory, Application, and Quantitative Methods Requirement............. 15 Credits 
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PhD Field Courses: 

Based on interest a student will need to select a field (interest) area. Each field area consists of two 
required courses: a Fundamentals course, and a Frontiers course. In addition to the two required field 
courses, students must take two or more field related elective courses, either inside or outside the 
department, which will provide greater depth in their primary field area or constitute a second field as 
defined by their Advisory Committees.  

The Ph.D. program offers two established field areas: 

1. Applied Market Analysis 

2. Resource and Environmental Economics 

Students may also pursue a committee-generated field area developed with their advisory committee 
to support their specific research interests and academic goals. 

Required Courses for Field Area: Applied Market Analysis 

AGEC 672 Fundamentals in Applied Market Analysis………………………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 676 Frontiers in Applied Market Analysis ……………………………….. 3 Credits 

   Subtotal in Field Area…………………………………………………………………….. 6 Credits 

OR 

Required Courses for Field Area: Resource and Environmental Economics 

AGEC 673 Fundamentals in Resource and Environmental Economics…………. 3 Credits 

AGEC 677 Frontiers in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness……………… 3 Credits 

   Subtotal in Field Area……………………………………………………………………... 6 Credits 

Electives (for all fields) – Select 12 from the following list:  

AGEC 601 Commodity Futures and Options Markets……………………………. 3 Credits 

AGEC 603 Land Economics……………………………………………………... 3 Credits 

AGEC 604 Natural Resource Economics………………………………………… 3 Credits 

AGEC 605 Rural Real Estate Appraisal and Organization………………………. 3 Credits 

AGEC 606 Water Resource Economics………………………………………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 620 Food Security, Climate and Conflict………………………………… 3 Credits 

AGEC 634 Rural Financial Markets and Financial Planning……………………. 3 Credits 

AGEC 638 Managerial Economics for Regulatory Science I……………………. 3 Credits 
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AGEC 641 Operations Research Methods in Agricultural Economics………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 642 Dynamic Optimization………………………………………………. 3 Credits 

AGEC 643 Applied Simulation in Agricultural Economics……………………... 3 Credits 

AGEC 672 Fundamentals in Applied Market Analysis………………………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 676 Frontiers in Applied Market Analysis………………………………... 3 Credits 

AGEC 673 Fundamentals in Resource and Environmental Economics………….. 3 Credits 

AGEC 677 Frontiers in Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness…………….... 3 Credits 

ECON 636 Macroeconomic Theory I…………………………………………….. 3 Credits 

ECON 646 Macroeconomic Theory II………………………………………….... 3 Credits 

ECON 655 Experimental Economics…………………………………………….. 3 Credits 

ECON 656 Field Experiments in Economics……………………………………... 3 Credits 

ECON 659 Behavioral Game Theory…………………………………………….. 3 Credits 

ECMT 675  Econometrics I………………………………………………………. 3 Credits 

ECMT 676       Econometrics II…………………………………………………….... 3 Credits 

ECMT 677 Applied Microeconometrics…………………………………………. 3 Credits 

ECMT 678 Advanced Topics in Econometrics…………………………………... 3 Credits 

EPSY 634 Educational Neuroscience…………………………………………… 3 Credits 

STAT 630        Overview of Mathematical Statistics……………………………….. 3 Credits  

STAT 610 Theory of Statistics -Distribution Theory…………………………… 3 Credits 

STAT 611 Theory of Statistics – Inference……………………………………... 3 Credits 

Or Courses approved by the student’s advisory committee and the Graduate Office 

   Electives.............................................................................................................................. 36 Credits 

Research 

AGEC 691 Research...........................................................................................24 Credits 

   Total Credits………............................................................................................................ 96 Credits 

Notes 
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• With approval from the student’s advisory committee and Associate Head of Research and 
Graduate Programs, students may take a substitute course or courses to satisfy an elective 
requirement(s). Credit from 681, 684, 685, or 691 will not be accepted for an elective course 
requirement. 

• With approval, up to 9 hours of 400 level coursework may apply toward degree requirements 
for a PhD degree in Agricultural Economics.  

• Additional hours of coursework can be used to replace research hours. 

• Course descriptions of all classes are available in the Graduate Catalog.  

Degree Requirements 

The courses necessary to meet PhD requirements are provided below. Any alterations in course 
requirements must be accompanied by a written explanation from the student (and endorsed by the 
student’s advisory committee chair) to the Associate Head of Research and Graduate Programs at the 
time the degree plan or any petition to alter the plan is submitted. The Associate Head of Research 
and Graduate Programs must approve alterations in course requirements. 

Credit Hour Requirements 

PhD degree plans must reflect a minimum of 96 hours. 

Suggested Course Schedule and Milestones Timeline for 96-Hour PhD Program 

Students are encouraged to follow the STEPS TO A Doctoral Degree found on the Graduate and 
Professional School’s website for detailed information and helpful resources. 

First Year  Courses and Milestones 

Prerequisite and Elective courses – suggestions will depend on the student’s academic background 

Second Year Courses and Milestones 

   Fall Courses  

• ECON 629 (3 hours) Microeconomic Theory I - Required 

• AGEC 661 (3 hours) Applied Econometrics I   - Quantitative Methods Required 

• Elective (3 hours) 

   Spring Courses  

• ECON 630 (3 hours) Microeconomic Theory II - Required 

• AGEC 662 (3 hours) Applied Econometrics II - Quantitative Methods Required 

• Elective (3 hours)  

https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/course-descriptions/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/doctoral-degree-requirements.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
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    Summer Courses and Milestones  

• AGEC 691 – Research 

• Qualifier Examination First attempt in May and Second attempt in August  

• Must successfully pass qualifying Examination to continue in the Ph.D. Program 

Third Year Courses and Milestones 

   Fall Courses 

• AGEC 636 (3 hours) AGBU Markets and Welfare – Required  

• Required Field Course for your selected Area (3 hours)  

• Elective (3 hours)  

   Milestone Tasks  

• Form Committee  

• Submit Degree plan 

   Spring Courses  

• Required Field Course for your selected Area (3 hours)  

• Course Electives for your selected Area (6 hours) 

   Milestone Tasks  

• Consult with the committee to decide whether to take the written preliminary examination or 
complete the second-year paper, and begin working on the selected option. 

   Summer – AGEC 691 Research  

Fourth Year Courses and Milestones   

   Fall Courses 

• Course Electives for your selected Area (6 hours) 

• AGEC 691 (3 hours)  

   Milestone Tasks 

• Complete the Second Year Paper/written Prelim and Oral Prelim 

   Spring Courses  

• AGEC 691 
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   Milestone Tasks 

• Submit Research Proposal for Dissertation 

Fifth Year (and Beyond) Courses and Milestones 

   Coursework Year 5 and beyond  

• AGEC 691  

   Milestone Tasks  

• Continue core and elective coursework 

• Complete Dissertation 

• Schedule Defense and Defend Dissertation 

• Prepare and submit publication(s) 

• Graduation 
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General Information for MS and PhD students 

Program Orientation 

To acquaint the student with the many academic and social facets of graduate student life at TAMU, 
the University and Department conduct orientation meetings for new graduate students prior to the 
first full week of classes in the Fall semesters. 

Graduate and Professional School Orientation 

Coordinated by the Graduate and Professional School, the New Graduate Student Orientation provides 
an overview of graduate and professional education and services at Texas A&M University – 
including information on financial aid, procedures and processes, campus safety, writing services, and 
additional campus services. There are both in-person and distance options available for the orientation. 
New graduate and professional students will have the opportunity to meet campus leaders, 
administrators, and fellow graduate and professional students. Experienced graduate students will be 
present to answer questions and provide insight about thriving in graduate school, balancing school, 
work, and personal life, and making the most of living in the local communities. Designed to get new 
graduate and professional students off to a good start, students will also have the opportunity to explore 
resources and meet representatives of campus services and organizations who serve the graduate and 
professional community. International students should consult this website for specialized instructions 
regarding orientation of non-U.S. citizens as incoming graduate or professional students. 

Department of Agricultural Economics Orientation 

This mandatory orientation will be an opportunity for students to learn more about the Department 
and to meet faculty, staff and fellow students. The orientation will be held the week prior to the start 
of fall classes.  Admitted students will be emailed information about the specific location and time of 
the orientation.  

Advising 

The Associate Head of Research and Graduate Programs will advise Master of Science and PhD 
students regarding course selection until the students select a committee chair.  A Committee Chair 
must be identified before students file their degree plans (see section on Degree Plans for deadlines). 
The Graduate Advising Hub, Graduate and Professional School (GPS), the Office of the Registrar and 
other University student service offices advise students regarding milestones, degree plan submission 
and other processes. 

Registration for Courses 

General Policies for Course Enrollment 

The University regulations regarding registration are presented in the Graduate Catalog under the title 
“Registration”. The following material represents a summary of selected aspects of the registration 
procedures. 

Registration for Courses 

http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
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General Policies for Course Enrollment 

The University regulations regarding registration are presented in the Graduate Catalog under the title 
“Registration”. The following material represents a summary of selected aspects of the registration 
procedures. 

As a general rule, a graduate student should consult with his/her graduate advisory committee 
members when selecting and registering for specific sections of desired classes, as well as for building 
a schedule of classes to be completed. In some instances, a new graduate student may be required by 
their academic advisor(s) to complete some form of remedial training (e.g., completion of upper-level 
undergraduate courses as prerequisites for graduate course enrollment). Again, these should be 
coordinated with the student’s graduate advisor(s) in order to ensure the student makes measured and 
steady progress towards completion of graduate degree requirements while selecting courses that will 
be of benefit in knowledge development and research planning/completion. 

Full-Time Student Enrollment 

A graduate student is considered to be a full-time enrolled student if enrolled for a minimum of: 

• 9 semester credit hours for each of the academic semesters (Fall, Spring) 

• 6 semester credit hours for the 10-week summer term, or; 

• 3 semester credit hours each for each of the two 5-week summer terms 

Students holding an assistantship and/or fellowship must be registered full-time, including summer if 
the assistantship includes summer employment. 

A student may enroll for up to 15 semester credit hours during the Fall or Spring semesters, and up to 
12 semester credits during the 10-week summer term. Up to 9 hours for each of the 5-week summer 
terms may be enrolled. Any student wishing to take more graduate coursework must submit request 
and petition for exception to the Graduate and Professional School. 

International students are required to enroll full-time, i.e., a minimum of 9 hours in Fall and Spring 
semesters. If they have a graduate assistantship, they must maintain full-time enrollment during the 
summer term as well (6 credit hours). During an international student’s final semester, he/she may 
register for less than full-time enrollment with permission and the submission of a  RCL with ISSS. 

Continuous Enrollment 

Once a student has begun their degree program, that student must remain in enrollment unti all degree 
requirements are fulfilled. Subject to university requirements, this requirement for continuous 
enrollment may be fulfilled through the use of in absentia or other registration status classifications. 
Any student needing to register for classes/academic credits in absentia should consult the Texas 
A&M University Graduate Catalog for policies and definitions of in absentia-appropriate conditions 
for student enrollment purposes. 

If a student needs to take a semester off they must submit a leave of absence petition to the Graduate 
and Professional School in the Document Processing Submission System. Failure to submit a leave of 
absence petition will result in the student’s account becoming inactive and may require a new 
application for admission to the university. 

http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
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ACADEMIC STATUS 

The University has several classifications for students based upon their academic achievements to date. 
These classifications and related subjects are summarized in this section. 

Class 6 Students 

Students who want to take graduate courses but are not seeking a graduate degree. No courses taken 
as a G6 can be used to satisfy GPR requirements for admission to degree-seeking graduate status. 
Admission to G6 status does not establish eligibility for admission to degree-seeking status. Students 
desiring admission to a degree program must submit an application and all other documents required 
for admission. A maximum of 12 credit hours taken as a G6 may be transferred for use toward 
satisfaction of degree requirements and is subject to approval by the department. 

Class 7 Students 

Students who have completed their baccalaureate degree and have been admitted to a Master’s 
program.  

Students admitted r to the straight-through (96-hour) PhD degree, thereby by-passing the Master’s 
degree, will be classified as G7 until 30 hours of course work applicable to the doctoral degree have 
been completed, after which they will be changed to G8. 

Class 8 Students 

Students who are admitted into the PhD program after the completion of a Master’s degree and have 
gained, or straight-through PhD students having completed a minimum of 30 hours applicable to the 
PhD degree. 

Class 9 Students 

Students who are admitted conditionally to a  graduate program. When the required documents have 
been received, the student’s classification will be changed.  Approval of the Dean of Graduate Studies 
is required to change a student from G9 to another graduate classification. If the graduate student does 
not meet his/her  

Office Assignments 

Office assignment decisions are made by the Program Coordinator for Graduate Programs based on 
the following priorities: PhD graduate assistants first, master’s graduate assistants second, then non- 
assistant PhDs third, etc. Within each category, selection depends on assistantship status and seniority 
in the graduate program. In all cases, students must be making satisfactory academic progress to 
qualify for a student-requested station. 

Grievances 

The Department has a grievance procedure available to students who feel they have a legitimate 
grievance.  
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Departmental Grievance Committee 

The Departmental Faculty and Student Grievance Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the 
Department Head. The Committee considers grievances referred by the Department Head, the Faculty 
Advisory Committee, or any faculty member or student (undergraduate or graduate). This committee 
provides an impartial review prior to a discussion at the departmental level or higher. 

Filing a Grievance 

The Department Head, the Faculty Advisory Committee, and/or the aggrieved party present cases to 
the Grievance Committee. Once presented with a written grievance, the Committee makes a 
preliminary investigation within two weeks and then decides whether to take the case. If the 
Committee decides to accept the case, it shall conduct its investigation and report the results within a 
two-month period. 

The Committee reports its recommendations in writing to the Department Head, with a copy to the 
aggrieved and the accused. Decisions made at the Departmental level may be appealed to the 
appropriate unit within the Texas A&M University System. The Department Head, as to the 
appropriate appeals route to take will inform both parties. The Department’s procedures for handling 
grievances are spelled out in more detail in section IV of the Policy Manual. Additional University 
procedures are in the Texas A&M Student Rules. 

Ombuds Services for Graduate Education 

Graduate Ombuds Services advocates for fair and transparent processes of graduate education and 
provides equal, open access to all parties: graduate and professional students, staff, faculty and 
administrators. Texas A&M University is a large and complex institution, and graduate and 
professional students often play multiple roles (e.g., student, research collaborator, teacher, technician 
and peer). Misunderstandings and conflicts can arise in any one of these roles. Having a safe and non-
judgmental space to discuss concerns with an Ombuds Officer can be a first step if you do not know 
where to turn. 

Confidentiality of Student Records 

Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974, the following directory 
information may be made public unless the student desires to withhold any or all of this information: 

Student’s name, address (local and permanent), telephone listing, place of birth, sex, 
nationality, race, major, classification, dates of attendance, class schedule, degree 
awarded, awards or honors, class standing, previous institutions or educational agency 
attended by the student, parent’s name and address, sports participation, weight and 
height of athletic team members, parking permit information, and photograph. 

Currently enrolled students may submit a Hold Directory Information request via the Howdy Portal.   
Go to the “My Record” tab and select “Withhold Directory Information” from    the “My Information” 
menu. Please be sure to read all information and instructions carefully. This instruction remains in 
effect until the student advises in writing that they no longer want the information withheld or after 
they complete their degree and are no longer enrolled. 

Scholastic Dishonesty 

http://student-rules.tamu.edu/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/ombuds-services-education/
http://howdy.tamu.edu/
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The Aggie Honor Code is a cherished tradition we all strive to uphold within this academic community. 
The Aggie Honor System Office (AHSO) has been established to administer the Texas A&M 
University Honor System. The AHSO is the central office responsible for maintaining records and for 
coordinating communication, prevention, training, remediation, and adjudication efforts for the Texas 
A&M University Honor Code. For more information, visit the Aggie Honor Code Website. Any 
evidence of plagiarism or other scholastic dishonesty in violation of the Code will be the basis for 
disciplinary action, which could include a failing grade and/or loss of assistantship. 

Plagiarism, as commonly defined, consists of passing off as one's own ideas, the ideas, words, writings, 
etc., belonging to another. Writing is considered intellectual property! In accordance with this 
definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your 
own without citing the source in writing, even if you have the verbal permission of that person. 

If you have any questions regarding scholastic dishonesty or plagiarism, please consult the latest issue 
of the Texas A&M University Student Rules, under the Section 20: “Scholastic Dishonesty”. More 
information is available through the Aggie Honor System Office. 

Probation 

New Students 

Students who do not meet the minimum requirements for admission (see “Admission Guidelines”) 
may be able to enter the graduate program on Departmental probation. The probationary program 
includes a minimum of 9 hours of specified course work, which must be completed at TAMU in a 
single semester or 10-week summer semester. Directed studies and seminar courses cannot be used. 
Any subsequent modification to the program must have prior approval. To continue in the graduate 
program, the student must achieve a minimum GPR of 3.0 for the prescribed course work, with no 
grade being less than a C. 

Current Students 

GPR Requirements. Graduate students must maintain a cumulative grade point ratio (GPR) of 3.0 or 
greater both on courses defined on his/her degree plan and on all graduate and upper-level 
undergraduate courses taken at TAMU. The cumulative GPR is calculated from all eligible graduate 
and undergraduate courses taken after reclassification by the Office of Graduate and Professional 
Studies to the current degree program. Students who are admitted to a graduate degree-seeking 
program (G7 or G8), but who’s cumulative or degree plan GPR falls below the specified minimum of 
3.0, will be placed on scholastic probation.  Students on Scholastic Probation will be given the next 
two semesters to raise the GPR to at least 3.0. A student may be dismissed from the graduate program 
after two semesters of GPR below 3.0 while on probation whether the probation semesters are 
consecutive or not. Any student on probation is permitted to register only for courses on his/her degree 
plan or for required courses if no degree plan has been filed. Probation will be removed when the 
student’s GPR is above the required 3.0.  For students on assistantships or fellowships who fail to 
maintain the required 3.0 GPR, funds will be terminated immediately because graduate students on 
probationary status are not eligible for graduate assistantships, scholarships, or fellowships.  When the 
student’s GPR returns to the required 3.0, they will be re-eligible for funding. 

Lack of Academic Progress. Students who also fail to make reasonable progress toward their degree 
(lack of progress in completing coursework, delay in taking preliminary examinations, not turning in 
thesis/dissertation proposal within a reasonable time of passing written preliminary examination, and 

http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/
http://student-rules.tamu.edu/
https://aggiehonor.tamu.edu/rules-and-procedures/rules/honor-system-rules
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not making reasonable progress in completing the dissertation) will be placed on scholastic probation 
(see “Scholastic Requirements” in the Graduate Catalog). Students that are placed on Scholastic 
Probation due to not making reasonable progress toward their degree (as stated above) will also be 
required to meet with the Chair of their Graduate Committee and prepare an action plan on how to 
make and maintain appropriate progress toward completing their degree. The action plan will include 
expected completion dates measuring academic progress. This document must be signed by both the 
Student and the Chair of their Graduate Committee and be turned into the Departmental Graduate 
Office before being permitted to register for courses for the next semester. A student may be dismissed 
from the graduate program if after two semesters of probation (the semesters do not need to be 
consecutive) it is determined by the Chair of the student’s Advisory Committee in consultation with 
the Department’s Professor and Associate Head of Research and Graduate Programs that reasonable 
progress was not made towards their degree, and completion dates listed in the action plan have not 
been met.  You may also be dismissed from the program if you fail to register for classes in any of the 
terms that you are on probation. 

Separation, Dismissal or Termination from the University  

A department/program or graduate advisory committee may RECOMMEND separation (suspension, 
dismissal, or termination) from the university of a graduate student for scholastic deficiency by 
submitting a request in writing through the Dean of the College to the Associate Provost for Graduate 
and Professional Studies. The separation action could entail suspension (separation from the university 
for a definite period), dismissal (separation from the university for an indefinite period), or termination 
(permanent separation from the university). 

The letter will include justification and supporting documentation of previous communications with 
the student discussing his/her scholastic deficiency. This could include items such as a probationary 
memo and/or emails. The letter needs to clearly specify the reason(s) for separation and the 
recommended separation action (suspension, dismissal, or termination).  

Upon approval by the Graduate and Professional School, a letter will be sent to the student via certified 
mail and email and department via email, and the student will be blocked from registration for the 
approved period/condition of separation by the Graduate and Professional School. If the student is 
registered for classes in a future term, the department should cancel the student’s enrollment for the 
future term.  

Separation, Dismissal or Termination from the Department 

If a department/program or graduate advisory committee wishes to recommend separation from the 
department/program only and allow the student the opportunity to find another department/program 
that is willing to admit her/him, this action is considered a dismissal – separation from the university 
for an indefinite period (until and if the student finds another academic home). 

The letter from the department/ program or advisory committee should provide the same information 
as stated above for separation from the university. The Graduate and Professional School should be 
copied on this letter and sent a copy for the student’s permanent record. The department will place a 
block from registration on the student’s account. The department will remove the registration block 
ONLY if the student is accepted by another department/program. If the student is registered for classes 
in a future term, the department should cancel the student’s enrollment for the future term.  

Scholastic Warnings and Probation actions are facilitated within the department/program. Please see 
Rule 12 for further details. 

https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule12/
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Degree Plan 

The University regulations regarding the completion and filing of the student’s degree plan are 
discussed in the degree plan information in the Graduate Catalog. The degree plan sets forth the 
selection of courses graduate students must complete to satisfy the requirements for their degree. 
Changes can be made to the degree plan by submitting a petition, found on the Document Processing 
Submission System. 

Online Degree Plan Submission System 

The automated degree plan submission system is found at GPS Document Processing Submission 
System and is accessed with your NetID and password. You will need to enter all courses you will 
take, are taking, or have taken for the degree program you are in. You will also need to name all your 
committee members. All members of your committee must be graduate faculty. 

Once you have all the information entered for your degree plan, you must be sure that you complete 
the process by clicking the "Submit" button. The degree plan will then be routed electronically to all 
committee members, the Department, and the Graduate and Professional School for approval. When 
the degree plan has completed the entire process, you will receive an email letting you know. If a 
problem is encountered along the way and your degree plan is rejected, you will also receive that 
information by email and you will need to go back into the online degree plan submission system to 
make corrections and resubmit. 

MS students in their 2nd semester, PhD students in their 4th semester, or straight-through PhDs in 
their 5th semester must submit a degree plan before pre-registration for the next semester. The 
approval process can take up to 90 days, so please start early.  If you wait until the last minute to 
submit your degree plan, your registration may be delayed, and you may not be able to register for the 
classes you need. 

Once your degree plan is submitted, any changes you make to your degree plan by petition will not be 
reflected here. To find your up-to-date degree plan, you must go to the Howdy Portal  and do a degree 
evaluation. Under certain circumstances transfer credit from another academic institution may apply 
to a student’s degree plan.  For additional information, consult the degree plan information found in 
the Graduate Catalog.  

Grade Requirements 

Students must maintain cumulative and degree plan GPRs of at least 3.0 with no grade of D, F, or U 
for any course on the degree plan.  Further, students must earn a cumulative GPR of at least 3.0 for all 
300, 400, and 600 level courses. 

Role of the Graduate Advisory Committee (GAC) 

The Department’s Graduate Advisory Committee (GAC) will review all policies and procedures 
related to the departmental graduate program, including examinations. This Committee is appointed 
by the Department Head and advises the Head on matters relating to graduate program policy this 
request or the request of the graduate faculty. GAC reports regularly to the faculty on matters 
pertaining to graduate program policy and operations. Policy and procedural issue changes are 
recommended to the Department Head for his consideration. 

https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academic-expectations-general-degree-requirements/#degreerequirementstext
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
http://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
http://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
http://howdy.tamu.edu/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/academic-expectations-general-degree-requirements/#degreerequirementstext
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If a student desires to deviate from the department’s policies with respect to the Qualifier Examination, 
a “Petition for Waivers or Exceptions to Departmental Requirements” must be filed with GAC. This 
petition must include a statement of the nature of the student’s request, underlying reasons, and if the 
student has an Advisory Committee their signatures are required. GAC will review the petition, and 
the student will be notified in writing of the decision reached. 
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Graduate Assistantships 

A limited number of departmental assistantships and research assistantships are awarded to graduate 
students on a competitive basis.  

Benefits and Requirements 

The Department of Agricultural Economics has adopted a three-tiered pay scale for graduate assistants. 
These rates will be assigned based on the qualifications of the students as determined by a review of 
application materials, performance reviews, etc.  The three levels of assistantship will be Basic, 
Standard, and Merit.  

Graduate students receiving a half-time graduate assistantship are required to work 20 hours per week 
carrying out the functions identified by their assistantship supervisor. Graduate students cannot hold 
more than one assistantship (GAT, GANT, GAR), nor work as an employee of the State of Texas 
while holding an assistantship. Graduate assistants are eligible for official University holidays. 
Graduate assistants desiring to be absent from their duties for longer periods must have the approval 
of their supervisor and must request leave-without-pay status from the Associate Head of Research 
and Graduate Programs. 

Students must be registered full-time at least two weeks before the start of their assistantship to ensure 
timely payment of their stipend. Moreover, students must complete payroll forms with the Ag Econ 
Business Office (AGLS Room 314) by that time.  Each semester, students hired and assigned as TAs 
for the 1st time are required to attend the Teaching Assistant Training and Evaluation Program 
(TATEP) conducted by the Center for Teaching Enhancement, and a Departmental Graduate Assistant 
Training Workshop. Also, students must complete orientation with the Ag Program Human Resources 
Office prior to beginning their assistantship appointment. 

Students awarded a half-time graduate assistantship on a competitive basis will have their non-resident 
tuition waived and are eligible to participate in the TAMU group insurance program. The student’s 
spouse may also be exempt from non-resident tuition. The non-resident tuition waiver must be entered 
by the departmental Graduate Office each semester. If you are employed outside the Department of 
Agricultural Economics as a graduate assistant, you must complete an out-of-state tuition waiver 
request form.  

As a holder of a half-time assistantship appointment, students must be registered full-time, which is a 
minimum of 9 credit hours in the Fall and Spring semester, and 6 credit hours during the summer term. 
A student’s course selection should not interfere with their work schedule as prescribed by their 
supervisor. 

Work Performance 

Continuation of fellowships and department assistantships is subject to satisfactory performance and 
availability of funds.  Grounds for Losing Assistantship Students holding a graduate assistantship are 
subject to losing their assistantship when: (1) their cumulative or degree plan grade point ratio falls 
below a 3.0 average, (2) they have failed to file an acceptable degree plan by the deadline, (3) they 
have failed to complete the Qualifier Examination and/or Preliminary Examination as required by 

https://grad.tamu.edu/knowledge-center/forms/non-resident-tuition-waiver
https://grad.tamu.edu/knowledge-center/forms/non-resident-tuition-waiver
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Department policy, (4) they have failed to adequately perform their assistantship duties, or (5) they 
have been involved in scholastic dishonesty. Students who’s cumulative GPR or GPR for courses 
listed on the degree plan falls below 3.0 will have their assistantships immediately discontinued. 

All Master’s students must file an acceptable degree plan before registration for the semester following 
successful completion of 18 credit hours to qualify for continued assistantship funding. PhD students 
must file an acceptable degree plan before registration for the semester following successful 
completion of 27 credit hours to qualify for continued assistantship funding. Straight-through PhD 
students must file an acceptable degree plan before registration for the semester following successful 
completion of 36 credit hours to qualify for continued assistantship funding. 

Fellowship and Scholarship Opportunities 

There are a number of college- and university-level fellowship and scholarship opportunities available 
to graduate students. Check with the Department of Scholarships and Financial Aid and the Office of 
Graduate Studies for details. Students holding fellowships should check the Graduate Catalog to 
determine registration requirements. 

 

 

https://aggieonestop.tamu.edu/financial-aid/types-of-aid
https://grad.tamu.edu/funding-your-education/
https://grad.tamu.edu/funding-your-education/
http://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

International students must meet some additional requirements. 

English Language Requirements 

International graduate students who will be serving as Teaching Assistants must complete English 
Language Certification at Texas A&M before the date of hire or show that they have completed an 
equivalent program at another U.S. institution. All other international students may demonstrate their 
abilities in English through English Language Proficiency Certification or Verification. 

Texas A&M University requires students from countries where English is not the primary language 
to demonstrate the ability to speak, write, and understand the English language. The English 
proficiency requirements are independent of admission requirements. Graduate students may meet this 
requirement in one of the following ways: 

(1) English Language Proficiency Verification through official TOEFL score of 550 or higher 
(paper- based), 213 or higher (computer-based), or 80 (internet-based) taken within the last 
two years, GRE verbal score 146 or higher taken within the last five years, or GMAT verbal 
score 22 or higher taken within the last five years. Texas A&M requires an official copy of 
your test scores.  

(2) English Language Proficiency Certification may be achieved by taking the English Language 
Proficiency Examination (ELPE). To achieve English Language Proficiency Certification 
through the ELPE, a student must score at least 80 on the oral portion of the ELPE  

(3) English Language Proficiency verification may be achieved by receiving a two-year master’s 
degree or *a Baccalaureate degree following four years of study at an accredited U.S. 
institution. 

*If an international graduate student holds a bachelor's degree after completion of all four 
years at an accredited academic institution located within the United States, the Graduate and 
Professional School recommends submission of the Alternative Certification Request Form. 

Visa Status, Employment, and Enrollment 

The International Student Services (ISSS) office is the best source of information on matters pertaining 
to an international student’s visa status, as well as other questions pertaining to enrollment and 
employment of international students. ISS is located at 110 Pavilion, phone number: 979-845-1824, 
and email: iss@tamu.edu. 

 

 

https://grad.tamu.edu/academics/academic-success-resources/elp
https://grad.tamu.edu/academics/academic-success-resources/elp
https://global.tamu.edu/isss/index.html
mailto:iss@tamu.edu
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Helpful TAMU Resources and Common Terms 

• Office of Admissions  

General Services Complex 
750 Agronomy Road, Suite 1601 
College Station, TX  77843-1186 
979-845-1060 

•  Graduate and Professional School  

Nagle Hall, 454 Throckmorton Street, Room 204 
 College Station, TX 77843 - 1113 
979-845-3631 
grad@tamu.edu 

• Graduate Catalog 

• Document Processing Submission System (DPSS) 

• Academic Requirements Completion System (ARCS) 

• International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS) 

424 Spence St., Pavilion 110 
College Station, TX  77842-1226 
979-845-1824 
isss@tamu.edu 

• Office of Scholarships & Finical Aid 

General Service Complex 
750 Agronomy Road, Suite 102 
College Station, TX 77843-1252 
979-847-1787 

• Department of Resident Life 

University Housing – TAMU has a variety of on-campus and campus adjacent housing options 
for graduate students, in particular married students with families. Applications for such 
housing can be located at https://reslife.tamu.edu/housing-application-phases/In addition to 
on-campus housing, numerous apartment complexes and rental homes are available for 
students. These should be directly investigated by the student. 

Student Services Building 
College Station, TX 77843-1253 
979-845-4744 
Housing@tamu.edu 

• Graduate Advisory Committee (GAC) – AGEC Department Committee 

https://admissions.tamu.edu/
https://grad.tamu.edu/index.html
mailto:grad@tamu.edu
https://catalog.tamu.edu/graduate/
https://ogsdpss.tamu.edu/
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/academic-requirements-completion-system-arcs.html
https://global.tamu.edu/isss/index.html
mailto:isss@tamu.edu
https://financialaid.tamu.edu/
https://reslife.tamu.edu/
https://reslife.tamu.edu/housing-application-phases/


41 

• Graduate Assistant Teaching (GAT) 

• Graduate Assistant Research (GAR) 

• English Language Proficiency (ELP) 

• Thesis and Dissertation Resource  

• Transportation 
The university operates an on-and off-campus transit system that can be used by anyone on 
campus, fare-free. Transit routes and pickup schedules can obtained from: 
http://transport.tamu.edu/transit.aspx. There is also an app that provides live bus locations at: 
https://transport.tamu.edu/Transit/busapp.aspx.  

All transit services are included in student registration fees and do not require a bus pass, 
however, passengers are required to present their Texas A&M, Blinn, or Brazos Transit 
District (BTD) ID when boarding at off-campus stops. Members of the general public 
possessing a Brazos Transit District ID may ride both on- and off-campus bus routes. In 
addition, students may ride The District buses fare-free by showing their IDs upon entering 
the bus. For BTD bus route information, visit http://btd.org.  

For updates about transit routes, subscribe to the RSS feed at 
https://transport.tamu.edu/about/rss.aspx or follow @aggiespiritbus on X. For transit 
information, including maps and leave times, visit https://transport.tamu.edu/transit.aspx. 

• Parking 

Those who choose to bring a vehicle to campus are required to purchase a parking assignment 
(virtual permit) or pay-by-the-hour to part in designated visitor areas.  For additional 
information, please visit the Transportation Services Website. 

• Bicycles 

Bicycles are a great way to get to, from, and around campus. Bike services include the bike 
share program, bike lease program, borrow-a-bike, bike registration, summer bike storage, and 
maintenance stations. For more information visit https://transport.tamu.edu/alternative.aspx. 

University Health Services & Insurance 

University Health Services empowers Texas A&M students through integrated care that supports their 
physical and mental health. The benefits and eligibility information for the  Student Insurance Plan 
can be found at https://uhs.tamu.edu/medical/insurance.html. 

University Health Services  
A.P. Beutel Health Center  
311 Houston Street College Station, TX 78843-
1264 979-458-4584; 979-458-8319  
uhsinfo@tamu.edu  
uhs.tamu.edu  

Student Counseling & Mental Health Center  
Student Services Building  
471 Houston Street, 4th Floor College Station, 
TX 77843-1263  
979-862-4383 
 

 

https://grad.tamu.edu/information/elp/index.html
https://grad.tamu.edu/degree-completion/thesis-and-dissertation/index.html
http://transport.tamu.edu/transit.aspx
https://transport.tamu.edu/Transit/busapp.aspx
http://btd.org/
https://transport.tamu.edu/transit.aspx
https://transport.tamu.edu/about/rss.aspx
https://transport.tamu.edu/Parking.aspx
https://transport.tamu.edu/alternative.aspx
https://uhs.tamu.edu/medical/insurance.html
https://uhs.tamu.edu/index.html
mailto:uhsinfo@tamu.edu
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